Catholicism 102--Class #8
Introduction to Mary and the Saints

Marcel LeJeune

INTERCESSION OF SAINTS

MBOC - We are all part of Christ's body - 1 Cor 12:12-27 & Romans 12:4-16

1) All Christians are members of Christ's body and are joined to one another


Rom 12:15

2) Jesus has only one body


Eph 4:4; Col 3:15

3) Death cannot separate Christians from Christ or from one another


Rom 8:35-39

4) Christians are bound together in mutual love


Rom 12:10, 1 Thess 5:11, Gal 6:2

-The Saints are canonized by the Church in order to uphold models of holiness to the Church.
-We can be certain that they can intercede on our behalf.

-Can they hear our prayers?


-Rev. 5:8 - "When he took it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each of the elders held a harp and gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the holy ones."


-Rev. 8:3 - "Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along with the prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne."


-Matt. 18:10 "See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven."

-Why ask Saints to pray for us?


-Jas. 5:16 "The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects."
-CCC 487-"What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ, and what it teaches about Mary illumines in turn its faith in Christ."
-What makes Mary special? - Grace.


-Just as in the case of Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, etc. none is exceptional without grace.

Protoevangelium & New Eve

-"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall crush your head, and you shall strike at His heel." -Gen 3:15

-First prophecy of the Messiah includes a prophecy of a virgin birth - the Messiah comes from a woman's "seed," not a man's. 

-Not speaking of a descendant of Eve, who was not a virgin, but of Mary.

"The knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obedience; what the virgin Eve bound through her unbelief, the Virgin Mary loosened by her faith." - St. Irenaeus

"'that He became Man by the Virgin so that the course which was taken by disobedience in the beginning through the agency of the serpent, might be also the very course by which it would be put down. For Eve, a virgin and undefiled, conceived the word of the serpent, and bore disobedience and death. But the Virgin Mary received faith and joy when the angel Gabriel announced to her the glad tidings that the Spirit of theLord would come upon her and the powers of the Most High would overshadow her, for which reason the Holy One being born of her would be called the Son of God. And she replied: 'Be it done unto me according to thy word.'" - Justin Martyr

-The Church Fathers here and others frequently talk of Mary as the New Eve. 

"death through Eve, life through Mary." - St. Justin (and other Church Fathers)


-Sums up the New Eve nicely.

Luke 1:28 And coming to her, he said, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."

John 19:33-34 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, 34 but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out.
-Eve was formed from Adam's side while Adam was asleep.

-New Eve (Mary) is formed from the New Adam's (JC) side while he "slept" on the cross.


-From Christ's sacrifice on the cross the grace Mary needed was won.

-Jesus' humanity is completely derived from Mary.


-Jesus shares in humanity because of Mary.


-Mary shares in the divine life because of Jesus.

-CCC 511 "The Virgin Mary "co-operated through free faith and obedience in human salvation" (LG 56). She uttered her yes "in the name of all human nature" (St. Thomas Aquinas, S Th III, 30, 1). By her obedience she became the new Eve, mother of the living."
Immaculate Conception - December 8, 1954 - defined by Pope Pius IX as infallible

-The word "immaculate" is from the Latin word "macula" which means "stain."

-Immaculate Conception - by God's grace, Mary was preserved from the stain of Original Sin.


-When we are baptized we no longer suffer from the guilt of Original Sin, but still 
have the stain - concupiscence.


-Mary was given the same grace, but at the moment of her conception.



-This grace kept her from both the guilt and stain.

-First Adam and the First Eve began life immaculately - the Second Adam was also immaculate


-We can conclude then the Second Eve will be immaculate as well.

-Mary's IC can also be seen in the type of Mary as the New Ark of the Covenant.


-The Ark of the Covenant carried:



-The staff of Aaron



-A piece of manna



-The Decalogue (ten commandments)


-The New Ark carries the fulfillment of all three



-Jesus is THE High Priest, THE break of life, THE fulfillment of the law.
	2 Sam 6
	Luke 1

	David arose and went (v. 2) back to Judah
	Mary arose and went to the Hill country of Judah (v. 39)

	How can the ark of the Lord come to me? (v. 9)
	Who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me? (v. 43)

	house of Obed-edom (v. 10)
	House of Zechariah (v. 40)

	ark there for three months (v. 11)
	Mary stays three months with Elizabeth (v. 56)

	people rejoice (v. 12)
	Mary rejoices (v. 47)

	shouting (v. 15)
	loud cry (v. 42)

	leaping and dancing (v. 16)
	the babe leaps in Elizabeth's womb (v. 41)


CCC 491 "Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:


The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a 


singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus 


Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin."

Perpetual Virginity

-The first Adam and Eve did not remain virgins, but the second Adam and Eve both did in order to consecrate themselves fully to the service of the Father.

-There are some objections to this teaching that we will not cover in detail.


-"brothers" of Jesus in the bible - referred to cousins or other relatives.

-This is not a teaching that a married woman is less "pure" or holy. Rather, it is a teaching about purpose. Mary's entire mission given by God was to dedicate herself to the mission of Christ - therefore she was already in the heavenly marriage with God.

-CCC 506 "Mary is a virgin because her virginity is the sign of her faith "unadulterated by any doubt," and of her undivided gift of herself to God's will. It is her faith that enables her to become the mother of the Saviour: "Mary is more blessed because she embraces faith in Christ than because she conceives the flesh of Christ."'

The Assumption of Mary into Heaven
-Genesis 5:24 - "Then Enoch walked with God, and he was no longer here, for God took him."

-2 Kings 2:11 - "As they walked on conversing, a flaming chariot and flaming horses came between them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind."

-All of us will be taken up into heaven body and soul. Some are given this gift before the Parousia. Mary was one of these. 

-Just as the first Adam and Eve both became dust, so the new Adam and Eve are saved from this consequence of the Fall. 

-Flows naturally from the Immaculate Conception. 

-In Rev 12 St. John tells us Mary is in heaven.

-CCC 96 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death." The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians:

Queen of Heaven

-Rev 12:1 - "A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars."

-Mary is crowned by the King of heaven as Queen of heaven.

-Aramaic word, "Gebirah," means "Queen Mother."
-Was an official position, which Jews would all know about. 


-1 Kings 15:13 "He also deposed his Maacah from her position as queen mother"

-Role is to sit at the King's side and advocate for the people. 


-1 Kings 2:13-21


Notice: 



-Adonijah assumed the queen would approach the King for him. 



-King stood up and paid her homage. 



-A throne was providded for her, and she sat at his right.



-Several notations of the king doing as she asks. 



-Her intercession is powerful and assumed. 

Our Mother

-Mary is given to St. John (a symbolof all Christians) as his mother in John 19. 

-Rev 12:17 - "Then the dragon became angry with the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring, those who keep God's commandments and bear witness to Jesus."

-We are the offspring of Mary. 


-JC is our brother.


-Mary is Jesus mother. 


-We are Mary's children. 

-"honor you father and mother."

LG 60 "There is but one Mediator as we know from the words of the apostle, "for there is one God and one mediator of God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a redemption of all." The maternal duty of Mary toward men in no wise obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows His power. For all the salvic influence of the Blessed Virgin on men originates, not from some inner necessity, but from the divine pleasure. It flows forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on His mediation, depends entirely on it and draws all its power from it. In no way does it impede, but rather does it foster the immediate union of the faithful with Christ."
-Mary is the icon of the Catholic Church. 

-Mary is the highest of all created beings. 

-Mary is the prototype of all humanity - what we are called to. 


-She shows us how to be receptive to gift of God. 

Marian Devotion

-Marian devotion is always pointed at Christ. 

-If Mary is the means by which God brought himself to the world, then if we want to grow closer to Christ, we need to go to Mary. 

- "I do not believe that anyone can acquire intimate union with our Lord and perfect fidelity to the Holy Spirit without a very close union with the most Blessed Virgin and an absolute dependence on her support." - St. Louis de Montfort

