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TRADITION
-Comes from the word Traditio = the process of handing things over.

-2Thes 2:15 - “either by word of mouth or by letter”

-1 Cor. 15:3-4 “I delivered to you…what I also received…”

-Col. 2:8 “human tradition”  -- not from Christ

-Wrong sides of the debate - Traditionalists - Evangelical Protestants - Modernists 

-“Whether from the lips of Christ, from his way of life and his works, or whether they had learned it at the prompting of the HS.” -DV 7
-Scripture is the written expression of Tradition

DOCTRINE

-doctrine = what the Church believes, teaches, and confesses on the authority of the WOG.



believes - seen implicitly in the way we pray, worship and live



teaches - explicit, day-to-day teachings



confesses - solemn confessions of faith - creeds and dogma

-dogma = truths officially proposed by the Church as being part of or necessarily connected to Revelation in a binding, definitive way.
-Hierarchy of truths - not that some are more important or expendable, but rather some are more foundational and central.

-Development of doctrine - penetration into the truths of God.  Sometimes it is continual and other times very jagged.

-When doctrine develops it must be done as still being faithful to the Church and her teachings given to her by Christ.

-Tradition is guarded by Apostolic Succession and the Magisterium. - 2 Tim 2:2
MAGISTERIUM -The teaching authority of the Bishops in union with the Pope.
-It is a charism of the HS given to the apostles and passed down to others.

-It is under, NOT over the Word of God.  

-UNIVERSAL magisterium


-Ordinary Universal Episcopal Magisterium – e.g., God exists


-Extraordinary Universal Episcopal Magisterium - e.g., Council of Trent 

-Ordinary Papal Magisterium - e.g., Encyclicals


-Extraordinary Papal Magisterium - e.g., ex cathedra statements
-Infallible teachings vs Infallible definitions  - doctrine can be taught infallibly without being defined infallibly. 

Why do we have the Pope and Bishops?
-Ephesians 4:11 

-Acts 20:28 28 

-Matthew 16:18-19 
How do we respond to Church’s teaching?  Are some things optional?

-When it comes to things that are to be held with definitive assent, no.  You cannot dissent from Church teachings and remain in full communion with the Church.

-On things that require religious submission of intellect and faith, yes and no.  
-If you dissent, then you must:



-be fully informed of the teaching and make a sincere effort to submit your intellect & will.



-must inform your Bishop that you have a problem with the teaching

-Must be patient, humble, open-minded and remain open and teachable as well as be in dialogue with the Bishop



-Attitude must be respectful, faithfully submit and stay loyal to the Church.

Luke 10:16   John 16:13   1 Timothy 3:15    Matthew 18:16-18    Hebrews 13:17    Titus 1:7-11

-In the OT, when God established the Mosaic covenant with Israel, He provided for a Living, continuing authority in the Mosaic priesthood.
2 Chronicles 19:11      Malachi 2:7
--This authority didn’t go away after OT scripture was written

-Apostolic authority of the Church.  

-Among the 12 St. Peter is clearly the head:

Matt 16:13-19    Is 22:19-22    Matt 24-27
     Matt 18:18   Luke22:31-32    John 21:15-17    Acts 15:7-12 
Church Fathers - 


-" '...thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church' ... It is on him that he builds the Church, and to him that he entrusts the sheep to feed. And although he assigns a like power to all the apostles, yet he founded a single Chair, thus establishing by his own authority the source and hallmark of the (Church's) oneness...If a man does not fast to this oneness of Peter, does he still imagine that he still holds the faith. If he deserts the Chair of Peter upon whom the Church was built, has he still confidence that he is in the Church?"- Cyprian (A.D. 251)

-"Seest thou that of the disciples of Christ, all of whom were exalted and deserving of choice, one is called rock, and is entrusted with the foundations of the church." -Gregory of Nazianzen,Oration 32:18(A.D. 380),

INFALLIBILITY

1 Tim 3:15    John 14:16-18    Matt 16:19    Mat 28:20

-What is infallibility?

-“When the Roman pontiff speaks ex cathedra, that is, when, in the exercise of his office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, in virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by the whole church, he possesses, by the divine assistance promised to him in the blessed Peter, that infallibility which the divine Redeemer willed his church to enjoy in defining doctrine concerning faith or morals.” Vatican I - 

-What infallibility does do is prevent a pope from solemnly and formally teaching as "truth" something that is, in fact, error. Used when something is questioned
-Heresy – when a baptized person obstinately denies an essential truth of the faith, while still claiming to be a member of the Church.

-Schism – a split in the Church when a particular group willfully separates itself from the larger faith community.
-Apostasy – when a baptized person completely and publicly rejects all the Church teaching.
-The three most common ways of understanding the complex reality that is the Church:

1. Institution:  hierarchically structured, visible society, with clear, strong sense of identity, with clear continuity with the past.

2. Community:  promoting personal growth through relationships.

3. Servant:  an agent of social change, to build a better world in justice, peace and freedom.
-The Church is really all three.  It is an “institutionalized servant community.”

-The Church is one complex reality with a HUMAN element and a DIVINE element.

“…the society furnished with hierarchical organs and the mystical body of Christ, the visible society and the spiritual community, the earthly Church and the Church endowed with heavenly riches, are not to be thought of as two realities.  On the contrary, they form one complex reality which comes together from a human and a divine element.” (Lumen Gentium, 8)

