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REVIEW

3 criteria for interpretation:

1 – Content and unity of Scripture


-Should not read Scripture verses in isolation, but within the whole of Scripture.  This isn’t a simple task.
2 – living tradition of the Church


-Theology of the Body / Catechism


-Church Fathers

- "Every soul, then, by reason of its birth, has its nature in Adam until it is born again in Christ; moreover, it is unclean all the while that it remains without this regeneration; and because unclean, it is actively sinful, and suffuses even the flesh (by reason of their conjunction) with its own shame. " - Tertullian,On the Soul,40(A.D. 208)

"Everyone in the world falls prostrate under sin. And it is the Lord who sets up those who are cast down and who sustains all who are falling. In Adam all die, and thus the world prostrate and requires to be set up again, so that Christ all may be made to live." Origen,Homilies on Jeremias,8:1(post A.D. 244)

3 – Analogy of faith


-Can we see God’s work in creation?


-how do we balance what we know about God’s creative work and science?

Literal sense


-What did the human author intend to teach and how did his audience understand him?

Allegorical sense


-What “types” do we see here?

Moral sense


-How does this apply to our daily life?

Anagogical sense


-How does this apply to our spiritual life

New Testament / Covenant

CCC 1967 “The Law of the Gospel "fulfills," refines, surpasses, and leads the Old Law to its perfection. In the Beatitudes, the New Law fulfills the divine promises by elevating and orienting them toward the "kingdom of heaven." It is addressed to those open to accepting this new hope with faith - the poor, the humble, the afflicted, the pure of heart, those persecuted on account of Christ and so marks out the surprising ways of the Kingdom.” 

New Testament Organization

The books of the NT can be classified into the same categories that we used for the OT:

1 – Law – The four Gospels

2 – History – Acts of the Apostles

3 – Wisdom – The Epistles

4 – Prophecy – Revelation

Major Genres within the New Testament 
(many other smaller genres found within the various books)

*Gospels - proclamations of the "good news" about Jesus intended to establish and/or strengthen people's faith in him; quasi-biographical, semi-historical portraits of the life, teachings, and actions of Jesus (Mark, Matt, Luke, John) 

*Acts - a partial narrative account about the beginnings and the growth of early Christianity; not a complete history of the early Church, since it focuses only on the actions of a few missionary leaders (Acts) 

*Letters - real letters addressing practical and theological issues relevant to particular communities (esp. Paul's) 

*Church Orders - collections of instructions for the practical organization of religious communities (1 Tim, Titus) 

*Testament - a document that gives a dying person's last wishes and instructions for his/her successors (2 Tim & 2 Peter) 

*Homily/Sermon - an exegetical sermon that cites and interprets older biblical texts in reference to Jesus (Heb) 

*Wisdom Collection - a collection of general instructions on how to live an ethical Christian life well (James) 

*Epistles/Encyclicals - more stylized works in letter format; "circular letters" intended for broader audiences (1 & 2 Peter) 

*Apocalypse - a vividly symbolic narrative that "reveals" God's views about a historical crisis, in order to provide encouragement for a difficult present and hope for a better future (Rev)

Jewish Groups at the Time of Jesus 

Pharisees - a group of influential Jews active in Palestine from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD; they advocated and adhered to strict observance of the Sabbath rest, purity rituals, tithing, and food restrictions based on the Hebrew Scriptures and on later traditions.

Sadducees - another prominent group of Jews in Palestine from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD; they were probably smaller "elite" group, but even more influential than the Pharisees; they followed the laws of the Hebrew Bible (the Torah), but rejected newer traditions.

Essenes - a smaller group or "sect" that lived a communal "monastic" lifestyle at Qumram (near the Dead Sea) from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD; the "Dead Sea Scrolls" found in this location in 1947 are usually associated with them.

Herodians - probably a faction that supported the policies and government of the Herodian family, especially during the time of Herod Antipas, ruler over Galilee and Perea during the lifetimes of John the Baptist and of Jesus.

Zealots - one of several different "revolutionary" groups in the 1st century AD who opposed the Roman occupation of Israel.

High Priest, Chief Priests, Priests, and Levites - members of the tribe of Levi who were responsible for the temple and its sacrifices, and thus were the religious and social leaders of the Jewish people.

Scribes - men specially trained in writing, and thus influential as interpreters and teachers of the Law, and agents of the rulers. They belong to differing groups, not just one.  Sometimes referred to as “lawyers”.

Elders - the "older men" of a community who formed the ruling elite and were often members of official "councils".

Disciples of John the Baptist - during his lifetime and for several centuries thereafter, certain groups of people considered themselves followers of John the Baptist; some of them became Christians, but others maintained that John was earlier and more important than Jesus.

Followers of Jesus of Nazareth - starting with smaller numbers of Jews in Galilee and Judea during his lifetime, those who believed in Jesus grew over the decades, spreading the "Jesus Movement" to other nations, cultures, and languages throughout the ancient Mediterranean.

Four Gospels

-All Gospels tell us the same story

-Each Gospel writer (evangelist) tells the story from a different point of view.

-The first 3 Gospels (Matt, Mark, and Luke) are called “synoptic” because their points of view are similar.


-synoptic = “seeing together” – some passages are word-for-word the same in all three.


-Source theories about the synoptic Gospels vary.



-popular theory = Mark was the first Gospel and Matt and Luke used him as a source



-Another theory includes “Q” an unknown source of a sayings from Jesus.



-Less popular theory = Matthew was the first written and Mark and Luke us it as a source.

-Four Gospel writers are traditionally associated with a Lion, Ox, Eagle and Man.  Why?

-Ezekiel 1:4-10 / Revelation 4:6-9


-St. Irenaeus (140-202) likened the four living creatures to the four Gospel writers because of the content of 

  their Gospels and their particular focus on Christ. 

-Matthew – represented by a man (humanity and reason) – because he begins with Jesus’ human origins and the incarnation.

-Mark – represented by a lion (courage and kingship) – because he begins with John the Baptist boldly proclaiming Christ.

-Luke – represented by an ox (sacrifice and service) – starts Gospel with temple sacrifices and focuses on Jesus’ sacrifice.

[image: image1.png]


-John – represented by an eagle (high spirituality) – starts Gospel with the “Logos” and a high theology of Christ.

Gospel of Matthew
-Jewish Christians were the main audience.  Written to teach a community with internal divisions & external enemies

-Matthew emphasizes Jesus as the true heir of David’s kingdom.

-Author is traditionally thought to be Levi, the tax collector.

-Since Jews are the main audience, Matthew’s goal is to show that Jesus is the Messiah. Uses OT frequently.

-Uses the long genealogy at the beginning to tells us how Jesus is the heir to David.

-Mathew lets Jesus “speak for himself” including Matt 5-7 – Sermon on the Mount.

Gospel of Mark

-Gentile Christians in Rome are Mark’s main audience. Written to encourage a group undergoing difficult trials.

-Mark emphasizes Jesus as leader of a new exodus.

-St. Peter was Mark’s main source for the story of Jesus’ life – John Mark is a disciple of Peter – 1 Peter 5:13

-Many scholars still maintain that Mark is the earliest of the four Gopels – partly because it is the shortest.

-One of Mark’s favorite words is “immediately” – used over forty times.  

Gospel of Luke

-Gentile Christians were the main audience (including Theophilus who addresses this Gospel and Acts to).


-Written to challenge believers to put their faith into practice more fully

-Luke includes details of Jesus’ conception and birth not found anywhere else


-Mary may have been a source for these stories.

-St. Paul calls Luke “the beloved physician” and from Acts we know that Luke helped St. Paul extensively.

-Luke was probably the best-educated of the four evangelists – his writing style and language are advanced.

-Emphasizes Jesus’ ministry to all nations.

-Written after others had already written about Jesus – Luke 1:1.

-Luke-Acts can be read as one narrative.

Gospel of John

-Written last for Jewish Christians – filled with allusions to the Old Testament.


Written to strengthen a group ostracized by other Jews for their faith

-John emphasizes Jesus as “The Word of God” made incarnate.

-John also stresses our new creation in Christ.

-Fills in details not found in other gospels.

-Many insights into the Trinity are revealed most fully in John’s gospel.

-Author is “the disciple whom Jesus loved” – John 21:20-25

Traditional dating of Gospels:

*Mark: c. 50s to early 60s, or late 60s

*Matthew: c. 50 to 70s

*Luke: c. 59 to 63, or 70s to 80s

*John: c. 85 to near 100, or 50s to 70

Various modern scholars dating include:

*Mark: c. 68–73, c 65-70

*Matthew: c. 70–100., c 80-85. Some scholars argue for a pre-70 date, particularly those that do not accept Mark as the first gospel written.

*Luke: c. 80–100, with most arguing for somewhere around 85, c 80-85

*John: c 90-100, c. 90–110, One view is that it was written in stages, so there was no one date

-Remember that scholars do not know for certainty when any were written.  Also, dating is difficult, because some books may have multiple drafts or copies (thus giving early original dates of composition).

-Some (by no means a majority) scholars date later for one reason – to debunk the reliability of the books.

-One NT scholar put it this way:
“I should agree with you that much of the late dating is quite arbitrary, even wanton, the offspring not of any argument that can be presented, but rather of the critic’s prejudice that, if he appears to assent to the traditional position of the early church, he will be thought no better than a stick-in-the-mud.”
CCC 139 “The four Gospels occupy a central place because Christ Jesus is their center.”

DV 18. “It is common knowledge that among all the Scriptures, even those of the New Testament, the Gospels have a special preeminence, and rightly so, for they are the principal witness for the life and teaching of the incarnate Word, our savior.

The Church has always and everywhere held and continues to hold that the four Gospels are of apostolic origin. For what the Apostles preached in fulfillment of the commission of Christ, afterwards they themselves and apostolic men, under the inspiration of the divine Spirit, handed on to us in writing: the foundation of faith, namely, the fourfold Gospel, according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.(1)

19. Holy Mother Church has firmly and with absolute constancy held, and continues to hold, that the four Gospels just named, whose historical character the Church unhesitatingly asserts, faithfully hand on what Jesus Christ, while living among men, really did and taught for their eternal salvation until the day He was taken up into heaven (see Acts 1:1). Indeed, after the Ascension of the Lord the Apostles handed on to their hearers what He had said and done. This they did with that clearer understanding which they enjoyed (3) after they had been instructed by the glorious events of Christ's life and taught by the light of the Spirit of truth. (2) The sacred authors wrote the four Gospels, selecting some things from the many which had been handed on by word of mouth or in writing, reducing some of them to a synthesis, explaining some things in view of the situation of their churches and preserving the form of proclamation but always in such fashion that they told us the honest truth about Jesus.(4) For their intention in writing was that either from their own memory and recollections, or from the witness of those who "themselves from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word" we might know "the truth" concerning those matters about which we have been instructed (see Luke 1:2-4).”
