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What is the content of revelation? = The triune God and his plan of salvation

-CCC 51 “It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known the mystery of his will. His will was that men should have access to the Father, through Christ, the Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in the divine nature.”
-This is a personal invitation to live within the Trinity 

-it is mysterious - It is intelligible (insight) but unfathomable (understanding)

-“And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ” - Eph. 1:9 

-Mystery of God is revealed through Christ

Purpose of Revelation?
SALVATION

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” - 2 pet 1:3-4
Hermeneutics = The science of interpretation of Divine writings.


1 - literal sense - is to understand what the human author intended to teach and what his 

   audience understood.


2 - Spiritual sense - To understand what the Divine author intended.

Three layers to the Spiritual sense:

1) Allegorical Sense - faith

-Some call this Typology.  Such as Moses being a “type” of Jesus when he fasts on Mt. Sinai, 

just as Jesus fasted in the desert.

-Objective meaning can apply to doctrines.


2) Moral sense - love



-Personal - thus we have to apply the text.



- Because of Moses being like Jesus, we feel called to fast also.

3) Anagogical sense - hope

-Also personal, but a more spiritual sense, not active.  Thus, we meditate on what it means to fast and how fasting can bring us into union with Jesus, esp. in Heaven.
Exegesis = Critical analysis of a small part of Scripture that draws our the meaning of the text.

OT Canon:
-only because the Church has the God-given authority to do so can we trust that the Bible canon we have today is the WOG.

73 books, 46 in OT & 27 in NT.  

The Protestant Bible has only 64 books, seven fewer in the OT - Tobias, Baruch, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), I & II Macabees as well as 7 chapters of Esther and 66 verses of Daniel Ch. 3.  

Catholics call these books the Deuterocanonical.
-At the time of Christ and shortly after the Jewish canon was still in flux.  There was agreement about the major books, but there was some disagreement about some of the minor and newer books –e.g. Tobit & Wisdom.  

-In the Greek speaking world, the canon of the O.T. included 46 books.  Most of the Christians were using this canon – called the Septuagint.  

-Only at the end of the first century did Jewish authorities would meet and set the Jewish canon at 39 books eliminating those books that were not composed in Hebrew. (Tobit, Judith, 1&2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Ecclesiastes and Baruch.) 

-By this time the early Church was already agreed that the 46 books of the Septuagint were canonical.  

-This difference in Jewish and Christian canons of the Old Testament also answers why there is a difference between Protestants and Catholics about the canon.  At the time of the Reformation the Reformers decided to accept the Jewish canon believing it to be more authentic.

CCC 102 “Through all the words of Sacred Scripture, God speaks only one single Word, his one Utterance in whom he expresses himself completely:You recall that one and the same Word of God extends throughout Scripture, that it is one and the same Utterance that resounds in the mouths of all the sacred writers, since he who was in the beginning God with God has no need of separate syllables; for he is not subject to time.”
CCC 107 “The inspired books teach the truth. "Since therefore all that the inspired authors or sacred writers affirm should be regarded as affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the books of Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error teach that truth which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures."”
BIBLE is inerrant

Vatican II gives us three criteria for the interpretation of Scripture (repeated in CCC 111-114)
1. Be especially attentive "to the content and unity of the whole Scripture."

2. Read the Scripture within "the living Tradition of the whole Church."

3. Be attentive to the analogy of faith. – See with eyes of faith…

***Matt  5: 17-20 – 

Books of the Old Testament:

1 – Law (Pentateuch)


- Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
2 – History

- Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther, and 1-2 Maccabees
3 – Wisdom


- Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Wisdom, and Sirach
4 – Prophecy

- Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi
Catholic position on Adam/Eve/Creation: 

· God is creator of all things.

· God is our Father.

· God pre-exists creation and is uncreated.

· God's creation is good and ordered.

· God created from nothing.

· Man's sin caused the fall from grace and the imperfection of the creative order.

· The world was created for God's glory and for man’s purpose.

· God creates by wisdom and love.

· God transcends His creation and is present to it.

· God upholds and sustains creation.

· Man is the height of God's creation – made in God’s image and likeness.

· God's Providence guides history toward it's final end. 

· All humanity comes from a common ancestor.

· Man was created in a covenantal relationship with God and is meant for that relationship.

· Work has special value – even in paradise (we image God’s work of creation).

Pius XII wrote:

“The teaching authority of the Church does not forbid that, in conformity with the present state of human sciences and sacred theology, research and discussions...take place with regard to the doctrine of evolution, in as far as it inquires into the origin of the human body as coming from pre-existent and living matter—[but] the Catholic faith obliges us to hold that souls are immediately created by God.” (Humani generis)
Genesis 1 – 


-rhythm and order given to creation

	SABBATH COVENANT WITH CREATION

	Sun / Moon – day 4

rule over
	Birds / Fish – day 5

rule over
	Humans / Animals – day 6

rule over

	Day / Night (time) – day 1
	Sky / Sea (space) – day 2
	Land / Vegetation (life) – day 3


Hebrew word for “to swear a covenant” comes from Hebrew for “seven”.

CCC 288 “Thus the revelation of creation is inseparable from the revelation and forging of the covenant of the one God with his People. Creation is revealed as the first step towards this covenant, the first and universal witness to God's all- powerful love.”

The “protoevangelium” or “first gospel” is found in the promise of a future redeemer. (Gen 3:15)

Genesis 2-3

3 criteria for interpretation:

1 – Content and unity of Scripture


-Matt 19:3 – 12

2 – living tradition of the Church


-Theology of the Body / Catechism


-Church Fathers

- "Every soul, then, by reason of its birth, has its nature in Adam until it is born again in Christ; moreover, it is unclean all the while that it remains without this regeneration; and because unclean, it is actively sinful, and suffuses even the flesh (by reason of their conjunction) with its own shame. " - Tertullian,On the Soul,40(A.D. 208)

"Everyone in the world falls prostrate under sin. And it is the Lord who sets up those who are cast down and who sustains all who are falling. In Adam all die, and thus the world prostrate and requires to be set up again, so that Christ all may be made to live." Origen,Homilies on Jeremias,8:1(post A.D. 244)

3 – Analogy of faith


-Can we see God’s work in creation?


-how do we balance what we know about God’s creative work and science?

Literal sense


-What did the human author intend to teach and how did his audience understand him?

Allegorical sense


-What “types” do we see here?

Moral sense


-How does this apply to our daily life?

Anagogical sense


-How does this apply to our spiritual life

