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CREATION
Purpose of creation?

Genesis 1 & 2 – two creation stories.

-We connected to God first of all in creation.  God reveals Himself to us through nature.  

-We also are also created in the image and likeness of God.

-Humans are the height of creation!

-Jesus “fully reveals man to himself” (Gaudium et spes, 22) 

-This means that we can only find out who we are through Christ.  

-The Pope says that “only in the mystery of Christ does the mystery of man take on light”. (RH, 8)

-Sexual Complementarity

-The man and woman were made to go together, but in different ways.


-The man is made to give


-The woman is made to receive


-Yet the two blur


-Creates a communion of persons

-God is “masculine” in relation to man 


-He gives to us and we receive Him


-We then give ourselves back to Him and 

-Genesis 2:20

-Having named the animals, man realizes he is alone and is aware of himself as a “self”.  

-He was free to love, but only he was called to love, none of the animals were.  

-So he has no helper suitable for him…this is original solitude.  

-We all know that in God’s creation without other persons we are alone.  

-We want to love and be loved?  Right?

-Genesis 2:18

-Why is it not good for man to be alone?  

-Because he can’t love and be loved otherwise…

-Genesis 2:21

-Put Adam asleep and took a rib (thich means Life)…

-thus life comes from life and they have the same dignity.

-When man awakes he awakes as male and female.  What does he say?

-Gen 3:23

-Finally someone I can share my life with…someone I can love.  


-Sees Eve’s body purely as a reflection of God

-This is the answer to the profound longing for another being like himself.  

-This is the GIFT man is given, another.

-Then it says that this is the reason the two become one.

-This is original unity…an experience that tells us about their solitude and their end to it.

-Common humanity is in the body. - “flesh of my flesh”  

-But they were different and their differences complimented one another.  

-They knew that they were made for one another in the differences of their bodies.  

-Thus they loved without shame and in a desire to love in the image of God.

-This original nakedness is called “The Nuptial Meaning of the Body”.  

-the body has what the pope says is a “capacity of expressing love: that love precisely in which the person becomes a gift and by means of this gift fulfills the very meaning of his being and existence”.
-In other words through living the truth of our sexuality we discover the reason of our existence…

-It is because as GS,24 says “man can only find himself by making a sincere gift of himself.”

-Thus our sexuality is the most basic and essential element of our existence in the world

-The world knows this, but has twisted sex into something that forgets the reason why it is so important…

-To find what is most sacred, to find what is most holy, we need only to look at where the Devil attacks us.  

-He gets us with Sex all the time…

-Getting drunk and having sex.  

this is a counterfeit of two truths.  Twisting both the Eucharist and Marriage.

-Adam and Eve were also in a state of what the Pope calls “original innocence”.  

-their nakedness revealed that they were called to share in this in this Love of God by being “gift” to 

one another.  

-In union with God’s love they procreate, that is they re-create the mystery of creation. 

-Before sin this was the purpose of sexual desire, to love as God does in a total gift of yourself.

-The human is the only creature created for their own sake.  

-All others were created for other’s sake.  

-they had no desire to grasp or possess one another, but rather to give and receive.  

-That is what JPII calls the “freedom of gift”.  

-When we are able to give ourselves totally, freely, fruitfully and faithfully we become one.  

-We become a communion of persons and this is the mystery that we reflect.

-ANALOGY - fails.  God isn’t male or female or sexual.

-God - Trinity.  Father, Son and Spirit = Father, Word, and Love.

-One who loves, one who is loved and the love between the two forms a communion of persons.

-So, when we come together as husband and wife and give ourselves to each other as gift, then what happens, a third - love.

-We reflect the inner life of the Trinity in our sexuality!

-This is the meaning of life, to find ourselves in Christ by making a gift of ourselves.  

-Why?  Because we are loving how God loves.  

-God who IS love.  

-When we do this we participate in who God is and this brings us fulfillment and peace.

-Did you know that the word inter-course means “to know” - Moses knew his wife.

-This is because we speak a language in our bodies.  

-A language of love and gift.  

-Just like my body speaks to you without me saying anything.  

-Love is the truth spoken with our bodies.

-Sex outside of marriage is a lie.  Using another

-Contraceptive sex is a lie. Keeping something from the other

-Masturbation is a lie. It is using your own body

-Divorce is a lie. 

-Matt 19:3-9

-We were not made in the beginning to have these lies - In the beginning it was not so.  
-Rather we are alienated, shameful and full of sin.  
-But, through the grace of Christ we can return to the original innocence and share in that communion of persons again.

-The naked Christ on the cross has conquered the lies about humanity and our bodies and asks us to live in His grace.  -While we may struggle with sin until we die, we can have a glimpse of the true communion if we accept the reality that God’s image and likeness is stamped into our bodies.

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL & SUFFERING

-The age-old question of “if God is all-loving, then why does He allow evil and suffering” is one that has plagued humanity since the fall.

-What is evil?


-Not something, but an absence of good.  Thus, it was never created by God.

-Suffering is not evil in and of itself.  


-Suffering can be redemptive and embraced.

-The root cause of all suffering is sin.

-God is the source of all life and joy.  Even in suffering, life and joy are found in God.

-The origin of evil is free will.  Only by taking away our free will could God have created us without evil and suffering.  


-But, without freedom to do the right thing (true freedom) we would not be fully human.  We could not love.

-The only adequate answer to evil is found in the cross.

-The bigger question is “why do good things happen to bad people?”, because we are all sinners – not “good”.

-Why do we assume that all suffering is bad?

-Rom 8:16- 17 “The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us.
-1 Cor 1:5-7 “For as Christ's sufferings overflow to us, so through Christ does our encouragement also overflow. If we are afflicted, it is for your encouragement and salvation; if we are encouraged, it is for your encouragement, which enables you to endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is firm, for we know that as you share in the sufferings, you also share in the encouragement.”
