Catholicism 102– Class #3
The Christian Vocation, Matrimony, & Holy Orders
Marcel LeJeune

-Vocation = a call from God.
-We all share in the universal call to holiness – 

-“therefore all in the Church, whether they belong to the hierarchy or are cared for by it, are called to holiness, according to the apostle’s saying: ‘For this is the will of God, your sanctification’ (1 Thes 4:3; cf. Eph 1:4)” – LG 39
-Some other vocations include – Marriage, priesthood, religious life, and being single.

HOLY ORDERS

NOTE - “the ministerial priesthood does not of itself signify a greater degree of holiness with regard to the common priesthood of the faithful” (PDV 17)

-The Sacrament of Holy Orders:  the sacrament by which one is received into the ministry of deacon, priest or bishop.

This is a divinely instituted Sacrament of Christ’s Church.

-United with the ministry of Jesus and the Church, and is empowered to minister in the name and power of Christ.

-Jesus called people to follow him.  He had many followers (disciples).

-12 were called Apostles, and they exercised a key role in the founding decisions of the early Church.

-Luke 9:1-2: “And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal.”
-The first Christian priests were the Apostles.

-Jesus made them priests:
-Last Supper: Luke 22:19

He sat at table with his Apostles.  He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”

-Easter: power to forgive sins: John 20: 21-23

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; and if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

-The Apostles understood their office:  Acts 1:20-26

After the death of Judas, they knew that they must replace him.  They selected Matthias to take the office left vacant by Judas, “to take the place in this ministry and apostleship”. 

They continued to ordain:
Acts 6:1-6 They chose deacons and laid their hands on them.

Laying on of Hands:

Acts 13:3, They set aside Barnabas and Saul..  “then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.”
“I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands.” (2 Timothy 1:6)

Early Church Fathers:
Ignatius of Antioch (ca. 110 AD) Letter to the Magnesians – “Now, therefore, it has been my privilege to see you in the perso of your God-inspired bishop, Damas; and in the persons of your worthy presbyters, Bassus and Apollonius; and my fellow-servant, the deacon, Zotion….For he is subject to the bishop as to the grace of God, and to the presbytery as to the law of Christ Jesus.”

Ignatius of Antioch (ca. 110 AD)  Letter to the Trallians – “In like manner let everyone respect the deacons as they would respect jesus Christ, and just as they respect the bishop as a type of the Father, and the presbyters ass the council of God and college of Apostles.  Without these, it cannot be called a Church.”
St. Hippolytus of Rome (ca. 215 AD) The Apostolic Tradition – “Then one of the bishops present shall, at the request of all, impose his hand on the one who is being ordained bishop….And when he has been made bishop let all salute him with the kiss of peace….When a presbyter is to be ordained, the bishop shall impose his hand upon his head.”
THREEFOLD MINISTRY:

Letters of Timothy and Titus, written in the late 1st Century talk of the threefold ministry (episcopos, presbyteros, diaconos)

1. Bishop: episcopos = overseer.


-Typically the overseer of a diocese.

-Practices: all the sacraments, some special blessings.

-Titus 1:7-9, “For a bishop, as God’s steward, must be blameless; …he must hold firm to the sure word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to confute those who contradict it.”
-Apostolic Succession – a bishop holds the office of an apostle.
-The Apostles needed help and replacements. When Judas Iscariot needed to be replaced, in Acts 1:23-26, they put forward Joseph and Matthias.  “…and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was enrolled with the eleven Apostles.”
-Before they died, the Apostles laid hands on other men, making them bishops, who, in turn, made other men bishops, and so on, down to our bishops today.


2. Priest: presbyteros = elder.


-Titus 1:5, “appoint elders (presbyteroi) in every town, as I directed you.”

-I Tim. 5:17, “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.”
-Practices: Baptism, Confession, Mass, Weddings, Anointing of Sick, Confirmation with delegation by bishop, blessing of people and things.


-Two main types:


-Diocesan



-Religious Order (Franciscan, Jesuit, Dominican, etc.)

3. Deacon: diaconos = servant

-I Tim. 3:8ff, “Deacons, likewise, must be serious, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for gain; they must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.”
-Two kinds:

-Transitional



-Permanent

-Practices: Baptism, Funerals without the Mass, Weddings without the Mass, blessings of people and objects

-Distinguishing characteristics of a priestly spirituality:

-Christological (disciple of the Lord)


-Ecclesial (co-worker)


-Missionary (hearer of the Word)


-Eucharistic (man of faith)


-Pastoral charity (servant leader)

-Ontological (real) change-the priest is so configured to Christ, that the new configuration cannot be changed

-In persona Christi:  when the priest speaks the words of consecration he speaks in the person of Christ.  It is conferred through ordination because the priest is configured in a radical way to Christ himself.-thus once a priest always a priest

-in persona ecclesiae:  when the priest acts he acts in the name of the Church.  Not the same as in persona Christi.  

-There is not “absolute ordination.”  No one is ever ordained by the Church without belonging to a particular diocese or religious community.

-What is the order of hierarchy in the Church?

BISHOP:

-Pope: Bishop of Rome, visible head, focus of unity (show chart)

-Cardinal: honorary title given to priests or bishops, chosen by the Pope, 



-They elect the new Pope when necessary.



-Normally they serve as consulters to the Pope.

-Archbishop: head of an archdiocese

-Bishops: chosen by the Pope, ordained by three bishops.



-Typically is head of a diocese, or regional subdivision.

-Auxiliary Bishop: helper bishop

-PRIEST:

-Monsignor: honorary title, given by the Pope to a priest for long or generous service.

-Pastor: priest in charge of a parish

-Associate Pastor: helper priest

-DEACON: 
-single or married

-Once ordained, always ordained: permanent character

-“Faculties” to perform the sacraments: granted by a local bishop.



Can be withheld, withdrawn.

-Schooling required for each: seminary, formation programs, etc.

I Timothy 5:22, “Do not lay hands hastily upon anyone.”

-Celibacy: 


I Cor. 7:32-34, focused dedication to the Lord and availability to serve.

“the unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; but the married man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided.”

-Women in ordained ministry:

1. No precedent by Jesus, who was free to appoint women if he wished, but didn’t.

2. In persona Christi (who was male).

3. No precedent in history.

4. It’s NOT a claim of superiority. 

-Calling priests “father”.

Jesus: Matt. 23:9, “Call no man father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in Heaven.”
Paul, in I Cor. 4:14-15, “…I write this to admonish you as my beloved children.  For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers.  For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”
MATRIMONY
-Marriage is a sacrament-marriage as a holy institution existed before Jesus’ time.
-Marriage imitates the union of Christ and his Church

-The love Christ has for the church is reflected in the marriage between man and woman

In a marriage the “outward expression of love in the home demands not only mutual help but must go further; must have as its primary purpose that man and wife help each other day by day in forming and perfecting themselves in the interior life, so that through their partnership in life they may advance ever more and more in virtue, and above all that they may grow in true love toward God and their neighbor”-(Casti Conubii)
-Marriage is a Covenant Relationship 

-Marriage is a life long commitment


-Decision-action


-Commitment-share in joys and struggles

-Covenant provides the foundation

-A covenant:  freely entered into out of love


-It is not a contract

Contract




Covenant
Can be broken




is forever

Man-made




instituted by God

Conditional




unconditional

Based on minimal Legal obligations

based on love, constantly challenging to grow more

Easily check to follow it 


all encompassing

-In the wedding ceremony: reminders of the covenant


-Permanence in vows:  all the days of my life


-Scripture-unity-the two shall become one body


-Faithfulness-take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity-sign of the covenant


-Open to produce offspring-gift of child-gift of love


-Will you accept children loving from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?

-Scriptural Basis of Marriage:
-Gen. 1:27-28; 2:21-24

-Matt. 19:8-11

-Eph. 5:25-32

-Jesus states that marriage, once validly conferred, is indissoluble.  
-At the heart of a marriage is the consent – the free self-donation of the spouses to one another.  In order to exchange consent for a valid marriage, both parties must be free – that is, not under constraint, and not impeded by any natural or church law.  If this consent is lacking or deficient, there is no marriage.
-Couples enter into a sacramental marriage through the free exchange of vows, which are received by a priest or deacon (or in limited cases by another Christian minister), in the presence of witnesses.  
-The marriage bond – the spouses are strengthened and consecrated for the challenges and joys of family life.  This bond is by its very nature exclusive and permanent – remember that the bond of love between spouses reflect the bond of love between Christ and His church – unfaithfulness mars the image of God.  The extent of this bond is described in Genesis and by Jesus as “two becoming one flesh.”
-The sacramental grace to perfect and strengthen human love and fidelity and to help one another grow in holiness.  When a man and a woman bind themselves to one another in Holy Matrimony, Christ also binds himself to them, to give them his grace and strength to help them be faithful to all that marriage is.
