Catholicism 101– Class #4
Intro to Revelation, Salvation History, Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition

Marcel LeJeune

What is the content of revelation? = The triune God and his plan of salvation

-“It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known the mystery of his will. His will was that men should have access to the Father, through Christ, the Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in the divine nature.” -CCC 51
-A personal invitation to come into Communion with the Trinitarian love. 

-It is mysterious = intelligible (insight) but unfathomable (understanding)

-“And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ” - Eph. 1:9 
-Mystery of God is revealed through Christ

Purpose of Revelation? = Salvation.
-“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” - 2 pet 1:3-4
How does God reveal Himself and His plan to us?
1) Creation.  
2) Through his chosen people in the Old Testament.  God forms familial relationships with them (and us) through covenants.
2) In the person of Christ through His Words and deeds.
3) Through Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition:

-The actions and words of the Holy Spirit working through men.

-Revelation is complete - but not fully explicit.  The Bible isn’t easy to understand in parts.
-Revelation is progressive.


	Covenant Mediator
	Adam
	Noah
	Abram
	Moses
	David
	JESUS

	Covenant Role
	Husband
	Father
	Chieftain
	Judge
	King
	Royal High Priest

	Covenant Form
	Marriage
	House
	Tribe
	Nation
	Kingdom
	Church

	Covenant Sign
	Sabbath
	Rainbow
	Circumcision
	Passover
	Throne
	Baptism & Eucharist


Adapted from Scott Hahn’s A Father Who Keeps His Promises
One Source, Two modes of transmission

-Source of all Revelation is God.


-Modes of transmission = Sacred Scripture + Sacred Tradition.
-God reveals himself through:  

1 – Words and life of Christ. 

2 – Spoken and lived out message of Apostles of Christ = Sacred Tradition

3 – Written message of Apostles of Christ = Sacred Scripture

-“brothers, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.” – 2 Thes 2:15
- "What you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also" -2 Tim. 2:2
-“Hence there exists a close connection and communication between sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing from the same divine wellspring, in a certain way merge into a unity and tend toward the same end. For Sacred Scripture is the word of God inasmuch as it is consigned to writing under the inspiration of the divine Spirit, while sacred tradition takes the word of God entrusted by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, and hands it on to their successors in its full purity…Consequently it is not from Sacred Scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about everything which has been revealed. Therefore both sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture are to be accepted and venerated with the same sense of loyalty and reverence.” -DV 9 
-Revelation isn’t “divided” between the SS and ST, but is one Word – Jesus Christ – spoken to us.
-The true interpretation of both Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture was entrusted to Christ’s Church.
-Christ promised not to let evil win against the Church:

-“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” – Matt 16:18-19
-“the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.” – 1 Tim 3:15
-We need all three (Magisterium + Sacred Scripture + Sacred Tradition) for understanding of God’s revelation to us:
-“It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, Sacred Scripture and the teaching authority of the Church, in accord with God's most wise design, are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the others, and that all together and each in its own way under the action of the one Holy Spirit contribute effectively to the salvation of souls.” – DV 10
-What about Truth in other Religions?  How do they get it?


1 - Natural religious truth gained by reason (e.g., God must be the creator)

2 - Learned or borrowed from Jews/Christians (e.g., Islam)


3 - Possible fragmented revelation (God uses the Pagan Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 22)

SACRED SCRIPTURE

-“Scripture” means writing.  We need the adj. Sacred to describe it properly

-“Bible” means books.  

-Inspiration = “God Breathed”.  

-God guided the human authors of Sacred Scripture to write what God wanted and nothing else.  But, in no way was the freedom of the human authors hindered.  Rather, God enlightened their intellects to write His message to us.
-“God inspired the human authors of the sacred books. "To compose the sacred books, God chose certain men who, all the while he employed them in this task, made full use of their own faculties and powers so that, though he acted in them and by them, it was as true authors that they consigned to writing whatever he wanted written, and no more."”-CCC 106   

-God is the originator, not the writer of the truth.

-Inspiration thus tells us that the writings are inerrant 
-Scientific/Historical detail isn’t the point of the human authors or divine author, although we are free to agree with it.  

-“The inspired books teach the truth. "Since therefore all that the inspired authors or sacred writers affirm should be regarded as affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the books of Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error teach that truth which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures."” CCC 107 

-For our salvation

-Sacred Scripture is not the only authority for our faith, as Scripture proclaims:


-"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is living in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us" - 2 Thess. 3:6

Canon of the Bible:

-73 books, 46 in OT & 27 in NT.  

-The Protestant Bible has only 64 books, seven fewer in the OT 

-Tobias, Baruch, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), I & II Macabees 

-as well as 7 Chs. of Esther and 66 verses of Daniel Ch. 3.  

-Catholics call these books the Deuterocanonical which means “second Canon”
-Only because of the Catholic Church’s authority can we trust that the Canon of the Bible is correct.

-“I would not believe in the Gospels were it not for the authority of the Catholic Church.” – St. Augustine (Against the Letter of Mani Called "The Foundation" 5:6)
-The Church discerned which books were inspired and which were not under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  


-Under the guidance of the HS, the Church came up with the “canon” or list of the books in the bible
-Did you know?

-Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John wrote the Gospels. Yet all four were written anonymously. 

-The Catholic Church supplied the names.
-The authors of the New Testament frequently quote the Old Testament - the vast majority of quotes (about 2/3) are from the Greek version of the Bible – The Septuagint – which contained all 46 books of the OT.

-The OT canon that Luther accepted came from a group of Jews which developed it well after Church was founded.
























































































