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Was Jesus Christ God?  If so, then it changes everything!
1. It is one of the foundational doctrines of Christianity – without Incarnation, one cannot be a Christian.

2. The entire history of Christianity rests on the belief that Christ was God.  If not, then Christianity crumbles. 
3. If God did become man, then this is THE most important event in all of history.

4. All other Christian doctrines rest on the Incarnation.  Christ has no authority if it is false.  Truth itself is at stake, because if Christ is merely human, then he made mistakes.  

5. If Christ is God, then he has the power to transform us right now!

6. If he is divine, then we must conform ourselves to the truth he speaks.  Freedom is conformity with his will.

-Aquinas argues that if the Incarnation didn’t happen, then an even more unbelievable miracle happened – the conversion of the world by the biggest lie in history as well as holiness, virtue and radically changed lives by a mere myth.

DID JESUS EXIST?

Lord, Liar, Lunatic, Myth or Guru. 

(adapted from Handbook of Christian Apologetics – Kreeft and Tacelli)
I. Jesus Claimed divinity


A.  He meant it literally



1. TRUE -----------------------------------------------------LORD



2. False




a. He knew it was false--------------------------LIAR




b. He didn’t know it was false------------------LUNATIC


B. He meant it nonliterally-------------------------------------------GURU

II. Jesus never claimed divinity-------------------------------------------------MYTH
-MYTH--Did Jesus exist?  Well, we have Jewish and Roman historians that say he did.  We also have more manuscript evidence for him than any other ancient person.  Who invented this?  The apostles and other Christians?  Why?  To be killed?  Makes no sense.
-GURU--If JC was just a holy man with good teachings, He failed miserably to teach about himself and therefore his authority as a teacher is limited…  Unhistorical - This makes him more Hindu or Buddhist than Jew.

-LUNATIC--Was Jesus a nut?  Well, he was wise, loving, creative, peaceful, and gentle.  Not the traits of a lunatic.  No Jew would have believed him to be God…Jews just didn’t make things like that up.  If his apostles were crazy, then hundreds would must have had the same illness at the same time.

-LIAR--He was giving, selfless, caring, compassionate, and passionate about truth.  Liars are deceptive, and they lie for selfish reasons.  Jesus wanted nothing but truth.  Nobody dies for a lie.  Same goes for his followers.

-LORD--only choice left.  He said He was God.

Incarnation: what is it?

-God became man in Christ.


-Trinity is 3 persons in 1 nature.  

-Incarnation is 2 natures in 1 person.

Biblical Evidence of Christ’s Divinity:
-John 1: 1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be.”
-Phil 2:6-8 – “though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.”

-Hebrews 1:8 - "But of the Son he says, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter of thy kingdom."
-1 John 5:20 - “We also know that the Son of God has come and has given us discernment to know the one who is true. And we are in the one who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.”
-Col 1:15-17 - “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
-John 8:58 - “I tell you most solemnly, before Abraham ever was, I am.”
-John 20:28 - “My Lord and my God” 
-Matt 28:17 – “When they saw him, they worshiped”
*The Early Church Fathers also attest to Christ’s divinity

-Ignatius of Antioch (ca. 110 AD) called Jesus “God” 16 times in 7 letters.

-This is a unanimous doctrine of all of the Church’s life.

The Gospels also present Jesus as a TRUE MAN:

-Born in Bethlehem, Raised in Nazareth, Killed in Jerusalem, etc.

-Felt anger and compassion (Mk 3:5; 6:34)

-Had feelings (Mk 7:6; 8:33; 11:15)

-Felt sadness (Mk 14:34)

-Cried (Mk. 8:12)

-Got tired (John. 4:5-8)

-Felt abandoned (Mk. 15:34)

-“And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.” -Lk 2:52
-“Jesus the Son of God…who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” -Heb 4:14-15
Why would God become man?  

4 reasons:

1 - The Word became flesh for us in order to save us from our sins.

-We needed to be reconciled to God.  

-“Sick, our nature demanded to be healed; fallen, to be raised up; dead, to rise again. We had lost the possession of the good; it was necessary for it to be given back to us. Closed in the darkness, it was necessary to bring us the light; captives, we awaited a Savior; prisoners, help; slaves, a liberator.”  These things moved God “to descend to human nature and visit it, since humanity was in so miserable and unhappy a state.”  - St. Gregory of Nyssa
-Jesus saves us each personally.

-Yet, He also redeemed our nature, so that AS HUMANS we can have intimacy with God that we were created for.

2 - The Word became flesh in order that we might know God’s love.

-Jesus shows us what the love of God is like.  

3 - The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness:

-He teaches us how to live.

-True happiness and true fulfillment.

4 - The Word became flesh in order to allow us to share in the divine nature:

-To draw us into that circle of love that is God.

-The Sacraments help us to do that.

-In the Mass, when the priest mixes the water and the wine, he says:

“By the mystery of the water joined with the wine, may we come to share in the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.”
SOTERIOLOGY – study of salvation/redemption.
-Western Emphases


1 – By his death – he defeated Satan and free us from slavery to him (death and sin)


2 – By his death – he pays our penalty to God – won our forgiveness. 

-Eastern Emphases


1 – By his resurrection - he defeated death and won us eternal life


2 – By his incarnation – he reunited divinity and humanity

1. JUSTIFICATION  = the remission of sins and the sanctification and renewal of the interior man.

-So, God frees us from sin by His grace and gives us the righteousness of God through faith in JC. 
-This is ‘infused righteousness’.  
-Protestants (that follow Luther and Calvin) believe in ‘imputed righteousness’.

2. SANCTIFICATION = Being made holy.  
-Starts at baptism, continues throughout life and is completed when we enter heaven.

3. GRACE = Free and undeserved gift of God.  
-Sanctifying grace = gets us into heaven and is what makes us holy.  
-Actual grace = the disposition to seek God given at baptism and that never leaves the soul.

4. MERIT = The reward that God promises and gives to those who love him and by his grace perform good works. 

-The only reason that merit anything from God is because of His grace.  

-We cannot merit salvation.
5. MORTAL SIN - A sin that destroys sanctifying grace in the soul.


-Three parts of venial sin = Grave matter + Full Knowledge + Full Consent

6. VENIAL SIN - A sin that weakens, but does not destroy, sanctifying grace in the soul.

-Most Evangelical and Reformed Protestants believe in an external or imputed justification

-righteousness is merely declared (imputed) by God to the sinner, who remains unchanged. 

-sin is an unbridled passion, over which the sinner in a state of total depravity (no good) has no control. 

-only hope for help is an act of God which operates independently of man's free will to do good 
-humans cannot ever choose to do any ‘good’ thing apart from God.
-The Catholic Church teaches an infused righteousness:


-We are radically and truly changed by God’s grace.

-Salvation is a lifelong process begun at baptism.  It is not a one-time event.
-Once-saved-always-saved salvation, has no place in Catholic theology.

Bible on Justification/Salvation

Sins are gone – not just covered:

-Psalm 51:2,7,9-10  “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! . . .  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow . . . blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” 

-Isaiah 44:22  “I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your sins like mist, for I have redeemed you.”
-Acts 3:19  “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out”
-1 John 1:9   “He is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

We must persevere until death:

-1 Corinthians 9:27    “but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.”
-1 Corinthians 10:12   “Therefore let any one who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”
-Galatians 5:1,4  “stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery . . . You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.”
-Philippians 3:11-14    “that if possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own . . . I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
-1 Timothy 4:1  “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.” 

-1 Timothy 5:15    “For some have already strayed after Satan.” 

-Hebrews 3:12-14    “Take care, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day . . . that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.’ 

-Hebrews 6:4-6  “For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if they then commit apostasy.”
-2 Peter 2:15,20-21  “Forsaking the right way they have gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam, . . . For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.” 

Process of Salvation:
-John 3:36  “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him.”
-Titus 3:5-8   “He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life . . . those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men.”
-Hebrews 5:9   “And being made perfect he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.”
-Matthew 7:16-27  “You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So every sound tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits. Not every one who says to me, "Lord, Lord,"  shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?" And then will I declare to them, "I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers." Every one then who hears these words of mine, and does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And every one who hears these words of mine, and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.”
