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Apologetics comes from the Greek word “Apologia” – Reasoned defense

1 Peter 3:15-16

Types of apologetics:


-Natural apologetics covers such things as:



-Existence of God



-Moral truths 

-Christian apologetics covers such things as:


-Trinity


-Christ’s divinity


-Resurrection

-Catholic apologetics covers such things as:

-The Sacraments 

-Saints 

-Purgatory

-The Pope

-Tools of a Catholic Apologist:


-Holiness



-We must walk the walk if we are going to talk the talk 



-Apologetics should be done out of love



-Prayer for those you are dialoging with


-Charity



-Missionary not a debater.


-Unity



-If talking to Protestants remember them as your brothers and sisters


-Study



-You can’t be effective without working hard at knowing the faith


-Set ground rules



-Don’t continue a discussion if it isn’t glorifying to God


-Focus



-Don’t jump from topic to topic


-Use History



-It backs us up



-Use Logic



-Apologetics should be rational and logical


-Resources



-Learn where to find good resources – tapes, books, magazines, newspapers, websites


-Know your limits



-Admit it when you don’t know something.


-Don’t put all Protestants in a box


-An Effective apologist does the Father’s will



Mother Theresa – “God does not call us to be successful but faithful”


-Keep your cool


-Learn to listen to what others are saying.


-Hope in God
7 deadly sins – taken from Mark Brumley’s How Not to Share Your Faith:


1 – Apologetic Gluttony



-Failure to respect the limits of apologetics



-Don’t try and prove the unprovable




-We can’t prove articles of faith



-Can’t make someone believe

2 – Reducing the faith to apologetics and apologetics to arguments



-apologetics is a means to help the faith.  But it is only one tool



-Catholicism can make converts by goodness and beauty as well as truth



-Paul VI - Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41 – “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than 

to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”


3 – Confusing the Faith with our arguments for it



-Using our own particular arguments for the foundation of faith



-So, if the argument fails our faith may as well



-Truth is God’s and our arguments for the truth contain only a fraction of the truth


4 – Contentiousness



-being argumentative



-We have three options when we have differences:




1-exaggerate or accentuate them




2-ignore or minimize them





3-recognize them, acknowledge them, and keep them in their proper place.



-Defending does not being defensive



-We only oppose certain things because we affirm others


5 – Friendly fire



-Not distinguishing enemies from allies



-We can’t be preoccupied with tearing down Evangelicals and fundamentalists



-we agree with Protestants on most things


6 – Trying to win



-Winning is not the goal – bringing people to the truth is



-If you win and argument you lose a soul



-“they did it too” response – but 2 wrongs don’t make a right


7 – Pride



-Thinking more of one’s apologetic abilities than one should



-Presumption that you can take on any issue



-Triumphalism – attitude of dismissiveness

EVANGELIZATION
-The Church exists to evangelize

-“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity.  She exists in order to evangelize.” -Paul VI (EN 14)

-What is Evangelization?

-Evangelization is, “The proclamation of Christ and his Gospel by word and the testimony of life, in fulfillment of Christ’s command”. (CCC 905)

-Evangelization Is Witness of Life (the hard part)

“Our evangelizing zeal must spring from true holiness of life… Without this mark of holiness, our word will have difficulty in touching the heart of modern man. It risks being vain and sterile.” Paul VI (EN 76)

-“Everyone whether belonging to the hierarchy, or being cared for by it, is called to holiness” Vatican II (Lumen Gentium 39)

-Evangelization is Proclamation of the Gospel (the scary part)

-“Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”  Matt 4:17

-“For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord” - 2 Cor 4:5

-“Here, there are two elements at work: witness, which is the simple living of the faith; and sharing, which is spreading the Good News of Jesus in an explicit way.” USCCB (GMD 36)

-Evangelization Involves More Than Witness and Proclamation Alone
-“It is impossible to accept "that in evangelization one could or should ignore the importance of the problems so much discussed today, concerning justice, liberation, development and peace in the world. This would be to forget the lesson which comes to us from the Gospel concerning love of our neighbor who is suffering and in need.” –Paul VI (EN 13)

-Evangelization is Not:

-About Us

-Merely Social Justice

-Just for the Clergy

-Proselytizing

-Having the Best Program or Committee

-Ecumenism


-Jesus the Evangelist

-Christ knows and uses Scripture

-Christ is humble

-Christ is daring and brave

-Christ is full of joy

-Christ loves all Sacrificially

-Why do we Evangelize
Reason #1 - Conversion

-“Unless we undergo conversion, we have not truly accepted the Gospel.” USCCB (GMD 12)

Reason #2 – The Kingdom

-The Kingdom is “not a concept, a doctrine, or a program subject to free interpretation, but it is before all else a person with the face and name of Jesus of Nazareth, the image of the invisible God.” John Paul II (RM 18)

Reason #3 – Eternal Life

-“We evangelize because people must be brought to the salvation that Jesus the Lord offers in and through the Church.” USCCB (GMD 30)

Reason #4 – Love of God

-Whom should we evangelize?
-Simply put – everyone

-Practicing Catholics

-Non-practicing Catholics

-Non-Catholic Christians

-Non-Christian Believers

-Non-believers


-Where should we evangelize?

-all places at all times

In the Home

At work and school


-Prayer: The Heart of Evangelization

-“Without prayer, the Good News of Jesus Christ cannot be understood, spread, or accepted.” USCCB (GMD 81)

-Evangelization Should Be Eucharistic

-“Every commitment to holiness, every activity aimed at carrying out the Church’s mission, every work of pastoral planning, must draw the strength it needs from the Eucharistic mystery and in turn be directed to that mystery as its culmination.” -John Paul II (EE 60)

-Why Catholics Don’t Evangelize

-Fear of rejection and hostility

-Fear of inadequacy

-Fear of offending others

-Apathy and laziness

-Holy Moses (Exodus 3-4)

Excuse #1 – I am not worthy

Excuse #2 – I don’t know enough

Excuse #3 – They won’t listen to me

Excuse #4 – I am not talented enough

Excuse #5 – I don’t want to do it
Dos and Don’ts of Evangelization
DO:
-Smile.

-Greet those passing by.

-Introduce yourself and avoid immediately answering the question until you have a name and at least some other information about the person you are dialoguing with.

-Be careful in the words you choose.

-Tell use your personal testimony.  It is a powerful tool.

-Be as charitable as possible.

-Use active listening techniques


-Make eye contact.


-Don’t worry about the answer you will give – but truly listen.

-Put yourself in the other person’s shoes.

-Invite to parish activities or into meeting to continue the discussion / friendship.

-Try to find common ground.

-Know your limitations.


-The best answer you can give is “I don’t know”, when you don’t know



1 – It is an act of humility, which we all need to practice.



2 – It is an opportunity to follow up with the other person, thus forming a 

      stronger relationship and another opportunity to evangelize.

Don’t:
-Argue or try to win.

-Feel as if you must continue the discussion if someone loses their cool or if it becomes fruitless.

-Allow emotions to get the best of you.

-Use sarcasm.

-Make fun of another person’s beliefs. 

-Cut others off to make your point.

-Be afraid to speak the truth – but do so in kindness and with the right intentions.

