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Marcel LeJeune

What is Catholic Thought and Theology?

-It is learning to see the world as the Catholic Church sees the world.  
-It is a close examination of the content of our faith (doctrines, principles, teachings, etc.)

-It is a way of bringing our faith to bear on our lives.
How do I see the world as the Church see the world (i.e. having a Catholic World-View)?

1 - See the TRINITY

-We are made in the image and likeness of God.  What does this mean?


-God is a community of three persons.



-We are made to commune with God and one another – communion


-Christ binds us together – though many, we are one body.



-We have a unity in Christ and a diversity of peoples and gifts.


-"That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship (communio) with us; and our fellowship (communio) is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ." -
1 John 1:3
2 - See the Incarnation – God became human.

-God becoming a man has changed everything.  Everything.

“The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plan of His own wisdom and goodness, created the whole world. His plan was to raise men to a participation of the divine life. Fallen in Adam, God the Father did not leave men to themselves, but ceaselessly offered helps to salvation, in view of Christ, the Redeemer "who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature".” LG, 2
“The truth is that only in the mystery of the incarnate Word does the mystery of man take on light. For Adam, the first man, was a figure of Him Who was to come, namely Christ the Lord. Christ, the final Adam, by the revelation of the mystery of the Father and His love, fully reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme calling clear. It is not surprising, then, that in Him all the aforementioned truths find their root and attain their crown.” GS, 22

-The Incarnational Principle leads to a Sacramental view of the world.



-A sacrament = outward sign of an inward reality, instituted by Christ, to give grace.



-God uses creation to be a vehicle of giving us grace.

3 - See the world as a means to holiness - everything is an opportunity to grow closer to God.  All things happen for a reason – to give us the opportunity to choose God’s will.  Both the good and bad.
-Holiness is an adventure with Christ.

-Holiness is becoming the “best version on yourself”.

-Holiness brings out our uniqueness.
4 - See the spiritual world as more real than the physical world.


-Eternity is our future and there is a battle for our souls that is raging in the non-physical realm.


-The saints, angels are fighting Satan and his demons for YOU.

5 - See the world as both/and not either/or.

	God is
	both
	Transcendent (beyond) 
	and
	Immanent (within) 

	God is
	both
	One 
	and
	Three 

	God is
	both
	Just
	and
	Loving

	Jesus is
	both
	Fully Human
	and
	Fully Divine

	We revere
	both
	Scripture
	and
	Tradition

	The Bible is
	both
	Inspired by God
	and
	Written by Humans

	The Church is
	both
	a Divine Mystery
	and
	a Human Institution

	The Church is
	both
	One "Body of Christ"
	and
	Many Local Communities

	The Church is
	both
	Holy 
	and
	Imperfect 

	Jesus is considered to be
	both
	High Priest (offering himself)
	and
	Sacrificial Victim (dying on the cross)

	Christ's priesthood is the basis of
	both
	the Priesthood of All Believers
	and
	a Ministerial Priesthood

	Human nature is
	both
	Good (created in God's image)
	and
	Sinful (in need of forgiveness)

	Humans can meet God in
	both
	Prayer 
	and
	Action 

	To be saved we must have
	both
	Faith
	and
	works

	Our salvation is a result of
	both
	Grace 
	and
	Our “yes”

	We can know God through
	both
	Faith
	and
	Reason

	Our religious lives embrace 
	both
	Theology 
	and
	Spirituality

	Truth is found in 
	both
	Religion
	and
	Science

	The world's origin can by explained by
	both
	Creation
	and
	Evolution

	Our relationship to the Earth involves
	both
	Caring for the Environment
	and
	Using the World's Resources

	God's Reign, as preached by Jesus, is
	both
	a Present Reality
	and
	awaiting Future Fulfillment 

	The End of the World may
	both
	Come Soon
	and
	Be Far Off

	On Judgment Day God will be
	both
	Merciful
	and
	Just

	The Final Judgment will be
	both
	Individual / Particular 
	and
	General / Universal 

	Life after death can be thought of as
	both
	Resurrection of the Body
	and
	Immortality of the Soul


 



-adapted from Fr. Felix Just’s essential key to Catholic Theology
Object of Theology = truths about Go and all things in relation to Him.


-Mystery – God and His plan are inexhaustible and beyond our minds ability to grasp.  Awe


-All of theology is united – but the mystery is too big to try and do together, so we have different kinds of theology:



A – The Mystery prepared for and foreshadowed – Old Testament



B – The Mystery fully revealed in Christ




1 – Scriptural theology - New Testament has primary documents about mystery



2 – Historical Theology – understanding of mystery through time



3 – Trinitarian Theology – mystery of triune God




4 – Christology – mystery of God and Man – person of Christ




5 – Soteriology – mystery of how God saved us - salvation




6 – Anthropology – mystery of human person in light of Christ



C – The Mystery communicated in the Spirit




1 – Pneumatology – Mystery of the person of the Holy Spirit – and His work




2 – Ecclesiology – Mystery of the Church




3 – Liturgy and Sacramental Theology – Mystery celebrated




4 – Moral Theology – Mystery’s claim on our lives




5 – Spiritual Theology / Spirituality – Mystery interiorized
